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         Christ,  
Mighty Savior 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in our Lord Jesus,

Thank you for welcoming Laudamus and Concordia Seminary, St. Louis into your midst! When we 
remember there are places in the world where followers of Jesus cannot openly gather for worship,  
we thank God that we can. I pray today’s gathering will strengthen you as a follower of Jesus Christ.

The world has changed during my lifetime. So has America. The church is no longer privileged in today’s 
culture. Our fellow citizens don’t know the Bible like previous generations did. They do not know what the 
church teaches — something most Americans used to know, whether they believed it or not. Older people 
look back at the changes and are tempted to grieve what has been lost. In my travels through the church,  
I’m often met by people who are discouraged about the church today.

Wait a minute! Whose church is it? Not ours but the church of the resurrected and living Lord Jesus Christ. 
How can we be down in spirit if we truly believe what we confess about Jesus? The great devotional writer 
Oswald Chambers says, “Anything that savors of dejection spiritually is always wrong.” Our Seminary’s first 
president Dr. C.F.W. Walther told seminarians in his day, “I wish to talk the Christian doctrine into your very 
heart, enabling you to come forward as living witnesses with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power.  
I do not want you to be standing in your pulpits like lifeless statues, but to speak with confidence and cheerful 
courage, offering help where help is needed.” 

Would you like a demonstration of optimism for the future? Ask one of our seminarians how old they were 
on 9/11. The answer will set you to thinking. That tragic day is only a childhood memory for most of them. 
They do not look back and grieve what has been lost as older people do; they look forward with hope for  
the church and its ministry, just as Dr. Walther encouraged. What does the Latin word Laudamus mean?  
We praise!

Our theme on campus this year is “Here am I! Send me.” May we leave today’s blessed time of worship  
with greater passion to tell our hurting and hopeless world about Jesus. It’s a great time to be the church!

Most cordially yours,

Rev. Dale A. Meyer, Ph. D.
President
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis



         Christ,  
Mighty Savior 

Dear Friends of the Seminary,

The beautiful hymn text, “Christ, Mighty Savior,” frames our 2018-19 tour program. This evening hymn is full 
of timeless truths: the sovereignty of God and His Son, our resurrected Savior, Jesus Christ; the joyful task we 
have of praise, prayer and proclamation; and the manner in which that interaction is the foundation of our 
daily activity and life.

Our journey, our lifelong witness of our faith, is graced by these truths. Moreover, this journey doesn’t start 
with us, and will continue long after we are gone. But today, right now, we together are called to be an active 
and living fulfillment of these words: “with all creation joining hearts and voices singing Your glory.” We are 
honored and thankful that you have joined us in that today!

Grace and peace be yours in abundance!
 
Soli Deo Gloria,

James F. Marriott, Ph.D.
Kreft Chair for Music Arts
Director of Musical Arts
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis
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Christ, mighty Savior, Light of all creation,
You make the daytime radiant with the sunlight
And to the night give glittering adornment,
Stars in the heavens.

Now comes the day’s end as the sun is setting,
Mirror of daybreak, pledge of Resurrection;
While in the heavens choirs of stars appearing
Hallow the nightfall.

Therefore we come now evening rites to offer,
Joyfully chanting holy hymns to praise You,
With all creation joining hearts and voices
Singing Your glory.

Give heed, we pray You, to our supplication,
That You may grant us pardon for offenses,
Strength for our weak hearts, rest for aching bodies,
Soothing the weary.

Though bodies slumber, hearts shall keep their vigil,
Forever resting in the peace of Jesus,
In light or darkness worshiping our Savior
Now and forever.

Christ, 
Mighty Savior 

The congregation is 
invited to sing the 

final three stanzas.

He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God.
And he shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, 
even a morning without clouds; 
as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain. 
Alleluia. Amen.

The Last  
Words of David
Composed by Randall Thompson

Setting by James Marriott



3

Alleluia. Alleluia.

See, amid the winter’s snow,
Born for us on earth below,
See the tender Lamb appears, 
Promised from eternal years.
Hail, thou ever blessed morn, 
Hail redemption’s happy dawn,
Sing through all Jerusalem:

“Christ is born in Bethlehem.”

Alleluia, Alleluia.

Lo, within a manger lies 
He who built the lofty skies,
He, who, throned in light sublime, 
Sits amid the cherubim.
Hail thou ever blessed morn,
Hail, redemption’s happy dawn,
Sing throughout Jerusalem,

“Christ is born in Bethlehem.”

Alleluia, Alleluia

Sacred Infant, all divine,
Tender love was Thine,
Thus to come from highest bliss,
Down to such a world as this.
Hail thou ever blessed morn,
Hail redemption’s happy dawn,
Sing through all Jerusalem,

“Christ is born in Bethlehem.”

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Arrangement by Dan Forrest

See, Amid the  
Winter’s Snow
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Sing, my tongue, the Savior’s glory,
Of His flesh the mystery sing,
Of the blood, all price exceeding,
Shed by our immortal King,
Destined, for the world’s redemption,
From a noble womb to spring.

To the everlasting Father,
And the Son who made us free,
And the Spirit, God proceeding,
From Them each eternally,
Be salvation, honor, blessing,
Might and endless majesty.

Sing, My Tongue,  
The Savior’s Glory
Composed by Gabriel Fauré

O sacred Head, now wounded,
With grief and shame weighed down,
Now scornfully surrounded
With thorns, Thine only crown.
O sacred Head, what glory,
What bliss, till now was Thine!
Yet, though despised and gory,
I joy to call Thee mine.

What language shall I borrow
To thank Thee, dearest Friend,
For this Thy dying sorrow,
Thy pity without end?
O make me Thine forever!
And should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never,
Outlive my love for Thee.

O Sacred Head,
Now Wounded 

The congregation is 
invited to sing the 

second stanza in 
harmony.

LSB 449
Setting by Robert Leaf

Sing, My Tongue,  
The Savior’s Glory
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Sing, My Tongue,  
The Savior’s Glory

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh . . .
Sometimes it causes me to tremble,
tremble,
tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?
Oh . . .
Sometimes it causes me to tremble,
tremble,
tremble.
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?
Oh . . .
Sometimes it causes me to tremble,
tremble,
tremble.
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?

Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb?
Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb?
Oh . . .
Sometimes it causes me to tremble,
tremble,
tremble.
Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb?

The congregation is 
invited to sing stanzas 

two and four.

Were You There
Setting by Ryan Meyer

Intermission and freewill offering
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Clad in Righteousness in Heaven
James Marriott

© Lyrics: CPH, 2016; Music: James Marriott, 2016

Text by Lisa M. Clark

Sure on this shining night
Of star-made shadows round,
Kindness must watch for me
This side the ground. 
The late year lies down the north.
All is healed, all is health.

High summer holds the earth.
Hearts all whole.
Sure on this shining night
I weep for wonder wand’ring far alone
Of shadows on the stars.
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Clad in Righteousness
Lyrics by Lisa M. Clark 
Music by James F. Marriott

The choir will sing 
stanza four alone.

Sure on this 
Shining Night
Composed by Morten Lauridsen
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My Shepherd will supply my need, Jehovah is His name,
In pastures fresh He makes me feed beside the living stream;
He brings my wandering spirit back when I forsake His way,
And leads me for His mercy’s sake in paths of truth and grace.

When I walk through the shades of death His presence is my stay,
One word of His supporting grace drives all my fears away;
His hand in sight of all my foes doth still my table spread,
My cup with blessings overflows, His oil anoints my head.

The sure provisions of my God attend me all my days;
Oh, may Thy house be my abode and all my work be praise;
There would I find a settled rest, while others go and come;
No more a stranger nor a guest, but like a child at home.

Composed by Virgil Thompson

My Shepherd  
Will Supply  
My Need

We shall walk through the valley in peace.  
For Jesus Himself will be our leader.  
We shall walk through the valley in peace.
We will meet our loved ones there. 
There will be no trials there. 

We Shall Walk  
Through the Valley
Arrangement by Moses Hogan 
Setting by Jeffrey Blersch 



We Praise You  
and Acknowledge
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We praise You and acknowledge You, O God, to be the Lord,
The Father everlasting, by all the earth adored.
To You all angel powers cry aloud, the heavens sing,
The cherubim and seraphim their praises to You bring:

“O holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
Your majesty and glory fill the heavens and the earth!”

The band of the apostles in glory sing Your praise;
The fellowship of prophets their deathless voices raise.
The martyrs of Your kingdom, a great and noble throng,
Sing with the holy church throughout all the world this song:

“O all-majestic Father, Your true and only Son,
And Holy Spirit, Comforter—forever Three in One!”

You, Christ, are King of glory, the everlasting Son,
Yet You, with boundless love, sought to rescue ev’ryone:
You laid aside Your glory, were born of virgin’s womb,
Were crucified for us and were placed into a tomb;
Then by Your Resurrection You won for us reprieve—
You opened heaven’s Kingdom to all who would believe. Alleluia.

You sit in splendid glory, enthroned at God’s right hand,
Upholding earth and heaven by forces You command.
We know that You will come as our Judge that final day,
So help Your servants You have redeemed by blood, we pray;
May we with saints be numbered where praises never end,
In glory everlasting. Amen, O Lord, amen!  Alleluia! Amen! 

LSB 941 
Setting by James Marriott

We Praise You  
and Acknowledge 
You, O God

The congregation is 
invited to sing the 

text in bold.



We Praise You  
and Acknowledge

About the Associate Conductor
Erica Mertz is a recent graduate of Valparaiso University (VU), where she received her degree in music 
education, graduating from Christ College, the interdisciplinary honors program, Summa Cum Laude.  
She is a classical saxophonist and has studied with Rich Moore and Dr. Stacy Maugans. She was the Valparaiso 
University Concerto Competition winner of 2016 and a soloist with the VU Chamber Concert Band in 2018.  
In addition, she student taught with the Portage High School Band Program, in the classroom and on the 
marching band field. She also is active in worship and church music. She currently serves as the music director 
at Trinity Lutheran Church in Lisle, Ill., where she leads and organizes the music program for one of the church’s 
locations. This is her third year as the associate conductor for our Laudamus tour.
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About Laudamus
Laudamus is a select choir of seminarians preparing for full-time service as pastors in The Lutheran Church— 
Missouri Synod. Under the direction of Dr. James F. Marriott, the choir delights in proclaiming the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ through music. Learn more at www.csl.edu/laudamus. 

About the conductor
Dr. James F. Marriott serves as the director of Musical Arts and the Kreft Chair for Music Arts at Concordia 
Seminary, where he teaches worship courses and oversees a diverse range of musical activities associated 
with the worship and ministry life of the Seminary community. Holding undergraduate and graduate degrees in 
Parish Music from Concordia University, Nebraska, Seward, and Concordia University Wisconsin, Mequon, 
respectively, he received his Ph.D. in Liturgical Studies in 2017 from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary 
in Evanston, Ill., with an emphasis in liturgical inculturation. Until 2017, he served as the founder and artistic 
director for Evangelii, the youth choir of Trinity Lutheran Church in Lisle, Ill., which toured annually across 
the nation, including performances at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City, the LCMS national convention 
and other significant venues. He is a frequent composer and performer, with recent hymn festivals at churches in 
Missouri, Alabama, Illinois and Texas. He and his wife, Kristi, have been married for 15 years and are blessed 
with two children, Joel and Kirstin.

Optional selections
“Abide with Me” arranged by Moses Hogan
“Beautiful Savior” arranged by F. Melius Christiansen
“Christ is Risen” Georgian chant
“E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come” composed by Paul Manz
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand” arranged by James Marriott
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Tenor I
Micah Drengler
Resurrection Lutheran Church, Holly Springs, N.C.

Luke Elowsky
Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Wis.

Hayden Lukas
Trinity Lutheran Church, Utica, Mich.

Tenor II
Benjamin Hayter
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Union, Mo.

Benjamin Leeper
Risen Savior Lutheran Church, Thornton, Colo.

Andrew Zobel
Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Madison, Wis.

Baritone
Álvaro Witt Duarte
Messiah Lutheran Church, Lynnfield, Mass.

Mason Vieth
Messiah Lutheran Church, Weldon Springs, Mo.

Michael Wilke
Zion Lutheran Church, Tacoma, Wash.

Bass 
Benjamin Oelschlaeger
Cross View Lutheran Church, Edina, Minn.

Jacob Rhodes
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Fairborn, Ohio

Andrew S. Thompson
St. John Lutheran Church, Newhall, Iowa

Caleb Worral
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Fargo, N.D.

Spring 2019 concert tour dates

Laudamus members

Friday, March 15  7 p.m. Concert
Cornerstone Lutheran Church, Fishers, Ind.

Saturday, March 16  10:30 a.m. Mini-concert
Lutheran Life Villages, Fort Wayne, Ind.

Saturday, March 16  5:30 p.m. Service
Trinity Lutheran Church, Utica, Mich.

Sunday, March 17  8 a.m. Service
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Macomb, Mich.

Sunday, March 17  11 a.m. Service
St. John Lutheran Church, Rochester, Mich.

Sunday, March 17  3 p.m. Concert
Historic Trinity Lutheran Church, Detroit, Mich.

Monday, March 18  7 p.m. Concert
Peace Lutheran Church, Saginaw, Mich.

Tuesday, March 19  7 p.m. Concert
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.

Wednesday, March 20  10 a.m. Chapel
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.

Sunday, March 24  3 p.m. Concert
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Collinsville, Ill.

“Clad in Righteousness” Text by Lisa M. Clark: © Concordia Publishing House, 2016; Music © 2016 James Marriott. LSB hymn license #100010935, 
reprinted by permission. “Can you let us Christ, Might Savior” © 1982 The United Methodist Publishing House; admin. The Copyright Company, 
Nashville, TN. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010935. “O Sacred Heart” © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010935. “We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God” © 1999 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: 
LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010935.

         Christ,  
Mighty Savior 



         Christ,  
Mighty Savior 

Who is our next church worker? Please encourage those you know with the skills and abilities to  
serve as a pastor or deaconess to consider church work vocation. 

Want to make a referral?  
Contact Ministerial Recruitment and Admissions at 800-822-9545 or admissions@csl.edu.

“And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and  
who will go for us?’ Then I said, ‘Here am I! Send me.’” (Isaiah 6:8 ESV)

#WhoWillGoForUs
REFER A PROSPECTIVE STUDENT
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