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Prelude Trumpet Concerto in D Major (1st Movement) Johann Friedrich Fasch 
(1688–1758)

In nomine Jesu

T    T    T

As the processional hymn is introduced, please stand and face the processional cross.

Processional Hymn Christ Sits at God’s Right Hand LSB 564

No.
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Versicles

Venite

The candidates sing the parts marked  !.

Psalm 95
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Office Hymn LSB 913O Holy Spirit, Enter In
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Hymn LSB 768To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray

First Reading Ezekiel 36:22–28

L	 A reading from Ezekiel, the 36th chapter.
 

“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your 
sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, 
which you have profaned among the nations to which you came. And I will 
vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the 
nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the nations will know 
that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate my 
holiness before their eyes. I will take you from the nations and gather you from 
all the countries and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water on 
you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols 
I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put 
within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a 
heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes and be careful to obey my rules. You shall dwell in the land that I gave  
to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.”

L	 O Lord, have mercy on us.
C	 Thanks be to God.

No.
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L	 A reading from John, the 15th and 16th chapters.

[Jesus said:] “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. And 
you also will bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning.
	  “I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. They will put 
you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will 
think he is offering service to God. And they will do these things because they have 
not known the Father, nor me. But I have said these things to you, that when their 
hour comes you may remember that I told them to you.
	 “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you.”
 
L	 O Lord, have mercy on us.
C	 Thanks be to God.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word.

L	 In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C	 But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Second Reading John 15:26–16:4

Sermon “Bear Witness!” John 15:26–16:4
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Sing Praise to the God of IsraelBenedictus LSB 936

Rite of Certification for the Holy Ministry 

Rite of Certification for the Diaconate

Charge to Deferred Pastoral and Deaconess Candidates

Charge to Deferred Vicars, Alternate Route Vicars and Deaconess Interns

No.



11

Litany for the Servants of the Word	

L	 O God the Father in heaven,	 C	 have mercy.
L	 O God the Son, Redeemer of the world,	 C	 have mercy.
L	 O God the Holy Spirit,	 C	 have mercy.
L	 Be gracious to us.	 C	 Spare us, good Lord.
L	 Be gracious to us.	 C	 Help us, good Lord.

L	 For thankful hearts to discern Your will,
	 for a special measure of Your Spirit,
	 for mindfulness of the prayers of the church for us,
	 for a clear vision of Christ crucified and risen:
C	 we ask You to hear us, good Lord.

L	 To find joy in being small followers of a great Lord,
	 to find delight in Your working among people through Your holy Word and Sacraments,
	 to find purpose in serving You and Your people in the church,
	 to find peace in the five wounds of Christ and His open tomb:
C	 we ask for Your grace, heavenly Father. 

L	 Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
C	 we implore You to hear us. 
L	 Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C	 have mercy.
L	 Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C	 have mercy.
L	 Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C	 grant us Your peace.

L 	 O Christ,	 C 	 hear us.
L 	 O Lord,	 C 	 have mercy.
L	 O Christ,	 C 	 have mercy.
L	 O Lord, 	 C 	 have mercy. Amen. 

C	 Our Father, who art in heaven,
		  hallowed be Thy name,
		  Thy kingdom come,
		  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven;
		  give us this day our daily bread;
		  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
		  and lead us not into temptation,
		  but deliver us from evil.
	 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Benedicamus and Benediction
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Recessional Hymn LSB 790Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Postlude

Soli Deo Gloria

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty Music by John Eggert
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Officiant
The Reverend Doctor Jon D. Vieker
	 Associate Professor of Practical Theology 
	 Dean of Chapel

Preacher
The Reverend W. Max Mons
	 Chairman, Board of Regents
	 Pastor, St. Paul’s Lutheran Chapel
		  Iowa City, Iowa

Liturgists
The Reverend Doctor Thomas J. Egger
	 President
	 Professor of Exegetical Theology

The Reverend Doctor Glenn A. Nielsen
	 Senior Professor of Practical Theology
	 Director of Placement
	 Director of Certification

Faculty Marshal
The Reverend Doctor Joel D. Biermann
	 Waldemar A. and June Schuette Professor 
		  of Systematic Theology 

Crucifer
Seminarian Henry Eising

Organist
Justin Knabach
	 Interim Seminary Organist

Trumpet
Dustin Shrum

In the Lord’s Service

Acknowledgments
Morning Prayer from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), copyright© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Created with the assistance of Lutheran Service Builder© 2022 Concordia Publishing House.

Hearing device assistance is available in the chapel by downloading AudioFetch 
to your smart phone. Once installed, connect to “CSLListeningDevice” on the 
chapel Wi-Fi and use “Seminary1839” as the password. You can then use personal 
headphones or earbuds to listen and adjust the sound as appropriate. If you need 
any help with this process, please speak with the tech worker at the sound booth 
located on the right side of the chapel.

See yourself at the Sem! 
Thank you for being here and for supporting our students during their preparations for  
serving God’s church. Have you ever considered serving as a pastor or deaconess? Or do you 
know someone you would like to encourage to attend Concordia Seminary? Please reach 
out to our admissions team at admit@csl.edu.
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CANDIDATES FOR THE OFFICE OF THE HOLY MINISTRY

FALL 2023

Todd Bentz
Emanuel Lutheran Church
Hamburg, Minnesota

Brady Betten
GraceHill Lutheran Church
Elkhorn, Nebraska

James Bowes
Peace of the Desert Lutheran Church
Palm Desert, California

Joshua Britton
Trinity Lutheran Church
Utica, Michigan

Matthew Cephus
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Steven Garrabrant
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Houston, Texas

Yohannes Ghebru
St. Stephanus Lutheran Church
Saint Paul, Minnesota

Jorge Gomez
New Creation Lutheran Church
Shakopee, Minnesota

Joseph Haggas
River of Life Lutheran Church
Omaha, Nebraska

Lewi Jermiya
Saint Trinity Lutheran Church
St. Louis, Missouri

Bennego Kangar
theAlley Lutheran Church
Cottage Grove, Minnesota

Jeremy Lamont
Grace Lutheran Church
Sandy, Utah 

Richard Lewis
St. John Lutheran Church of Marion Springs
Brant, Michigan

Futao Liu
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Evansville, Indiana

John McCombs
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Riverside, California

Daniel McMahan
Faith Lutheran Church 
Lincoln, Nebraska

Jaron Melin
Our Redeemer, Immanuel and St. John’s 
Lutheran Churches
Herington, Kansas

Luis Morales
Texas District Board of Mission 
Administration
Round Rock, Texas

Moises Rodriguez
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Montebello, California

Randall Sanders
Zion Lutheran Church
Abilene, Texas

Jose Villalobos
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Pomona, California
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Shane Acers
Hope Lutheran Church
Des Moines, Iowa

Samuel Aizenberg
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Carrollton, Missouri

Ryan Barnett
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Glen Burnie, Maryland

Jonathan Bartels
The Rock Lutheran Church 
Seward, Nebraska

Jamie Bauknecht
Good Shepherd and St. John Lutheran 
Churches
Crandon and Laona, Wisconsin

William Beck
Rock of Ages Lutheran Church
Colorado Springs, Colorado

Alexander Bjoraker
Immanuel and Zion Lutheran Churches
Daykin and Tobias, Nebraska

Justin Brockman
Sion Lutheran Church
Chatham, Michigan

Patrick Brooks
Christ the King Lutheran Church
Southgate, Michigan

Corey Chang
Hope Lutheran Church
Daly City, California

 Bryce Clayton
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin

Tyler Coyne
Crosspoint Lutheran Church
Lakewood, Illinois

Allen Dass
Zion Lutheran Church
Clark, New Jersey

Trey Dille
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Effingham, Illinois

James “Matthew” Doebler
Trinity Lutheran Church
Norfolk, Virginia

Jonathan Dueker
Peace Lutheran Church
Rogers City, Michigan

Owen Duncan
Faith Lutheran Church
Naples, Florida
 
Kenneth Estes
Our Savior Lutheran Church
Carol Stream, Illinois
 
Case Farney
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Evansville, Indiana

Conner Forbes
St. James Lutheran Church
St. James, New York

SPRING 2024

Alvaro Witt Duarte
St. John Lutheran Church
Wheaton, Illinois

Borbor Zolue
Christ Assembly Lutheran Church
Newark, New Jersey
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Peter Frank
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Conover, North Carolina 

Andrew Frerichs
Grace Lutheran Church
Huntsville, Alabama

Morgan Garrett
St. Mark Lutheran Church
Flint, Michigan

Matthew Goltl
Risen Savior Lutheran Church
Wichita, Kansas

Jason Groth
LCMS Board for International Mission
St. Louis, Missouri
 
Paul Hammes
Grace Lutheran Church
Wayne, Nebraska 

Joel Her
Cornerstone Light of Life Lutheran Church
Maplewood, Minnesota

Avery Hjulberg
Mount Olive Lutheran Church
Rancho Palos Verdes, California

Samuel Hoag
Trinity Lutheran Church
Henrico, Virginia
 
Deon Hull
Peace Lutheran Church
Okeechobee, Florida

Graham Jenkins
Divine Redeemer Lutheran Church
Hartland, Wisconsin

Brandon Johnson
Zion Lutheran Church
Little Falls, Minnesota

Frank Johnson
Zion Lutheran Church
Hillsboro, Kansas

Kyle Johnson
Samaritans Hill Lutheran Church
Albertville, Minnesota

David Keane
Faith Lutheran Church
Vista, California
 
Idonis King
Saint Trinity Lutheran Church
St. Louis, Missouri

Christopher Knepper
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
St. Louis, Missouri

Jason Kohm
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
O’Fallon, Missouri 

William “Jeffrey” Lane
Faith Lutheran Church
Topeka, Kansas

Aaron Levenhagen
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Elgin, Illinois

Nathan Linehan
First Lutheran Church
Yuba City, California

Matthew Lynch
Christ the King Lutheran Church
Memphis, Tennessee

Gregory “Cody” MacMillin
Concordia Lutheran Church
San Antonio, Texas

Ratna Mangar
St. Johns Lutheran Church
St. Louis, Missouri
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Benjamin Marsh
Shepherd’s Gate Lutheran Church
Shelby Township, Michigan

Matthew Martin
Christ Lutheran Church
Remsen, Iowa

Jedidiah McClellan
Zion Lutheran Church of Wayside
Greenleaf, Wisconsin

Timothy Mehl
St. John Lutheran Church
Ocala, Florida

Janis Mikits
Faith and Good Shepherd Lutheran Churches
Salem and Medora, Indiana

Nathan Nelson
Trinity Lutheran Church
Leavenworth, Kansas

Luke Onken
Mayer Lutheran High School
Mayer, Minnesota

Drew Oswald
Saint Paul Lutheran Church
Utica, Nebraska

Vincent Otto
Zion Lutheran Church
Bismarck, North Dakota

Drake Peterson
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Marysville, Ohio

Timothy Phanco
Risen Christ Lutheran Church
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

Dante Pronsati
St. Peter Lutheran Church
Macomb, Michigan

Greg Rathke
Trinity Lutheran Church
Fremont, Nebraska

Sammy Roberts
Grace Divine Lutheran Church
Hurst, Texas

Adam Rouse
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Springfield, Illinois

William Rowland
Peace Lutheran Church
Hurst, Texas

Lawrence Ruger
St. Paul Lutheran Church
Matteson, Illinois

Nabin Samal
St. Johns Lutheran Church
St. Louis, Missouri

Jonah Schultz
Salem Lutheran Church
Jacksonville, Illinois

Josiah Schultz
St. John Lutheran Church
Keystone, Iowa

David Schultz
St. Paul Lutheran Church
Bay City, Michigan

Anthony Sedotto
Grace Lutheran Church
Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin

Kevin Sharp
Hope Lutheran Church of Linda Vista
San Diego, California

Alexander Smith
Calvary Lutheran Church
Sioux City, Iowa
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Christina Childers
Grace Lutheran Church
Knoxville, Tennessee

Rachell Highley
First Lutheran Church
Ponca City, Oklahoma

Karina Mazariegos
Life and Faith Lutheran Church
West Dundee, Illinois

Karyn Naber
Lutheran Senior Services
St. Louis, Missouri

Alicia Neils
Rose of Sharon Lutheran Church
Cottage Grove, Minnesota

Ashley Nelson
St. Paul Lutheran Church and School
Leavenworth, Kansas

CANDIDATES FOR THE OFFICE OF DEACONESS

SPRING 2024

FALL 2023

Elizabeth Melin
Lutherans in Jewish Evangelism

St. Louis, Missouri

Joel Springer
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School
Springfield, Illinois

Christopher Sturges
Divine Redeemer Lutheran Church
Hartland, Wisconsin

Adam Tanney
Immanuel Lutheran Church
East Dundee, Illinois

Daniel Thao
Cornerstone Light of Life Lutheran Church
Maplewood, Minnesota

Grant Thiel
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
Greenville, Wisconsin

Bryan Varblow
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church of the Irish Hills 
Brooklyn, Michigan

Dillon Weber
Trinity Lutheran Church
Seattle, Washington

Caleb Wehling
Our Savior Lutheran Church
Norfolk, Nebraska

Michael Winckler
Trinity Lutheran Church
Friedheim, Missouri

Connor Wondrasch
Lutheran High School Association
St. Louis, Missouri

Jonathan Zoch
Trinity Lutheran Church
Gardnerville, Nevada
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DEACONESS INTERNS

Julie Baumann
Lord of Life Lutheran Church
Plano, Texas

Lara McComack
Calvary Lutheran Church
Topeka, Kansas

Jessica Thompson
Concordia Seminary
St. Louis, Missouri

DEFERRED PASTORAL CANDIDATE

Kyle Moellenhoff

DEFERRED VICARS

Jacob Friedrich
Zion Lutheran Church
Pierce, Nebraska					  
	
Peder Saethre
The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills
Birmingham, Alabama				  
		

Daniel Vanderhyde
Colorado Lutheran High School Association
Parker, Colorado		

RESIDENTIAL ALTERNATE ROUTE VICARS

Timothy Handrick
All Saints Lutheran Church
Blairsville, Georgia

Timothy Reicks
St. John’s and St. Paul’s Lutheran Churches
Burwell and Chambers, Nebraska

Christopher Shearman
Lutheran Development Group
St. Louis, Missouri

DEFERRED DEACONESS CANDIDATES

Alyssa Choate
Rachel McCloskey

Ieva Russell
Dawn Werner



801 SEMINARY PLACE, ST. LOUIS, MO 63105  |  314-505-7000  |  CSL.EDU  




