Concordia Seminary

Week of December 21, 2014

TABLE TALK
Humble Servants

Prepare:
As one person lights a candle, the family reads together: (based on Galatians 4:4-5)
C: When the fullness of time had come,
R: God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law,
C: to redeem those who were under the law,
R: so that we might receive adoption as sons.

Read: Luke 1:26-38 (ESV)
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And
he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord;
let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

Reflect:
Many focus on the angel’s announcement of the miraculous birth of the coming Messiah; however, Mary’s
response is just as amazing. “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.”
Mary’s willingness to humbly submit to the Word of God is as an example for us today.
Take a moment to talk about what this passage (Luke 1:26-38) means for you as a family.
Now share with one another one thing you can do differently as a member of your family.

Pray:
The head of the household prays:
Gracious Father in heaven, we thank you for your servant Mary. May her example of humble service
inspire us to willingly submit to Your Word and will for our lives. In Jesus’s name, amen.

