Concordia Seminary

Week of January 31, 2016

TABLE TALK
With Power and Authority
Prepare:
As one person lights a candle, the family reads together (adapted from John 20:27-29):
C:
R:
C:
R:

Do not disbelieve, but believe.
Jesus is my Lord and my God!
We do not believe because we have seen him.
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.

Read: Luke 4:31–44 (ESV)
31 And he went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them on the Sabbath, 32 and
they were astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed authority. 33 And in the synagogue there was a
man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 34 “Ha! What have you to
do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 35
But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown him
down in their midst, he came out of him, having done him no harm. 36 And they were all amazed and said to
one another, “What is this word? For with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they
come out!” 37 And reports about him went out into every place in the surrounding region.
38 And he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon’s house. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was ill with
a high fever, and they appealed to him on her behalf. 39 And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and
it left her, and immediately she rose and began to serve them.
40 Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various diseases brought them
to him, and he laid his hands on every one of them and healed them. 41 And demons also came out of
many, crying, “You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because
they knew that he was the Christ.
42 And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And the people sought him and came
to him, and would have kept him from leaving them, 43 but he said to them, “I must preach the good news
of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” 44 And he was preaching
in the synagogues of Judea.

Reflect:
As reports of Jesus casting out demons and healing the sick spread, people wondered who he was. We
recognize that Jesus is the Christ sent with power and authority to proclaim the kingdom of God to the
world.
Take a moment to talk about what this passage (Luke 4:31-44) means for you as a family.
Now share with one another one thing you can do differently as a member of your family.

Praying:
The head of the household prays:
Dear God Heavenly Father, the people were amazed and the demons fear but we confess that your son is
the Christ sent to bring your kingdom to us with power and authority. In the name of Jesus, amen.

