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Hearing device assistance is available in the chapel by downloading the ListenWIFI app 
to your smartphone. Once installed, connect to the chapel WiFi network “CSLWiFi” using the 
password “Seminary1839.” Then use your personal headphones or earbuds to listen and adjust 
the sound as needed. If you would like assistance, please speak with the tech worker at the 
sound booth on the right side of the chapel. He will be happy to assist. 

ABOUT THE COVER
We Have Seen His Glory captures the depth of John chapter one through vibrant colors and imagery. 
On the left side of the painting, John the Baptist points to the Word made flesh, the infant Jesus. 
Jesus shines as the only light source in the dark space. John the Gospel-writer’s hand descends into the 
picture, pulling back this scene like a curtain and unveiling a glorious series of bright imagery. Each 
segment behind the curtain illustrates a moment from Jesus’ ministry that reveals His glory. All of 
these are centered around the epitome of His glory, the cross, with the golden words, “It is finished.”

The illustrations progress through the Gospel of John, starting with the first verse and ending with 
the last. From left to right, the illustrations depict: the Word’s presence at creation, His fulfillment of 
the Mosaic Law, His first miracle of turning water to wine, His feeding of the 5,000, how He healed 
a blind man, Lazarus’s grave cloths, the Son of Man lifted up like the bronze serpent, the resurrected 
Word’s grave cloths, the angel at His empty tomb, the sending of His Spirit, Thomas’ hand in His 
side, the miraculous catch of fish, and books that are unable to contain all of His other works.

All an average person could see from Christ’s birth was a humble baby in a manger. Through the 
witness of John the Baptist and writings of John the Gospel-writer, we are able to see the true glory of 
God veiled in the flesh of a baby boy.

We Have Seen His Glory is a 24" by 36" original oil painting by Sarah Marlatt and is available to view 
in the chapel narthex this evening.
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EVENING PRAYER
Iesu, iuva.

Stand
SERVICE OF LIGHT
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EVENING PRAYER 
Iesu, iuva. 

 

Pre-Service  “Zion hört die Wächter Singen” 
  Text by Philipp Nicolai (1556–1608) 
  Music by Dieterich Buxtehude (1637–1707) 

 Zion hört die Wächter singen, Zion hears the watchmen singing, 
 Das Herz will ihr von Freuden springen, And all her heart with joy is springing; 
  Sie wachet und steht eilend auf.  She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 
 Ihr Freund kommt vom Himmel prächtig, For her Lord comes down all-glorious, 
 Von Gnaden stark, von Wahrheit mächtig, The strong in grace, in truth victorious; 
  Ihr Licht wird hell, ihr Stern geht auf.  Her star is ris’n, her light is come. 
 

 

Service of Light 
Stand 
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Phos Hilaron – Hymn of Light  
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Phos Hilaron – Hymn of Light
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Thanksgiving for Light

Sit
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Sit 
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PSALMODY

Psalm 141	

The congregation sings the parts marked C; women and children sing the parts marked !; men sing the 
parts marked @.
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Psalmody 
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L Let us pray. 
 
 Silence for individual prayer. 
 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness 
descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth 
and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
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L	 Let us pray.

	 Silence for individual prayer.

	 Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your  
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises  
with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.

C	 Amen.
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READINGS

Reading		  Luke 1:26–38

L	 A reading from St. Luke, the first chapter.

		  In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 
to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s 
name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 
But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might 
be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He 
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.”

		  And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
		  And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of 
God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the 
sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” And 
Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And 
the angel departed from her. 

L	 O Lord, have mercy on us.
C	 Thanks be to God.

Hymn	 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came	 LSB 356
Stanza 1: All; Stanza 2: Men

Stanza 3: Women/Children; Stanza 4: All356 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Text: para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834–1924 
Text and tune: Basque, c. 18th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Choral Response	 Dixit Maria ad Angelum	 Hans Leo Hassler (1554–1612)
Laudamus		  Edited by Henry V. Gerike

Dixit Maria ad angelum:	 Mary said to the angel,
Ecce ancilla Domini;	 Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord;
fiat mihi secundum verbum tuum.	 Be it done to me according to your word.

Concordia Seminary Youth Choir	    Watch the Golden Rays of Light	 Text by Lisa M. Clark
(Trebles) 	 Setting by Samuel Eatherton

Watch the golden rays of light Preach the promise of the Son;
Though the dawn is out of sight, Still the morning has begun.
Shadows reign for just a night; See the darkness run and hide.
Soon, the heavens will be bright As that first-born Christmastide.

Look, the Morning Star takes flight, Reigning over sky and earth.
Christ will come from glory’s height, Grander than His humble birth.
Lucifer is lost in fright; His defeat is clear as day.
Jesus comes in blazing might; All the gloom is cast away.

All creation will be right; Gone is Satan’s tyranny.
We are free from Adam’s plight, And his curse:  a memory.
We will glow in robes of white, Washed in purest blood most dear;
Our Redeemer won the fight; Our eternity shines clear!

	 Text: © Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.

Reading		  Luke 1:39–45

L	 A reading from St. Luke, the first chapter.

	 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, and 
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the greeting 
of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she 
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 
And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For behold, when 
the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is 
she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”

L	 O Lord, have mercy on us.
C	 Thanks be to God.

356 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Text: para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834–1924 
Text and tune: Basque, c. 18th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
  

Text: para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834–1924.
Text and tune: Basque, c. 18th cent.
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Choral Response	 Übers Gebirg Maria Geht	 Music by Johannes Eccard (1531–1611)
Concordia Seminary Chamber Choir	 Edited by Susan Palo Cberwien

Übers Gebirg Maria geht	 Over the mountains Mary hastens
zu ihrer Bas Elisabeth.	 to see her cousin, Elizabeth.
Sie grüßt die Freundin, die vom Geist	 Mary greets her friend, who, moved
freudig bewegt Maria preist	 by the Spirit, joyfully praises Mary
und sie des Herren Mutter nennt;	 and calls her the mother of the Lord.
Maria ward fröhlich und sang:	 Mary became joyful and sang:

Mein Seel den Herrn erhebet,	 My soul magnifies the Lord,
mein Geist sich Gottes freuet;	 and my Spirit rejoices in God;
Er ist mein Heiland, fürchtet ihn,	 He is my Savior, fear Him,
Er will allzeit barmherzig sein.	 He will always be merciful. 

Was bleiben immer wir daheim?	 Why do we always stay at home?
Laßt uns auch aufs Gebirge gehn,	 Let us also go to the mountains, 
da eins dem andern spreche zu,	 where one speaks with another,
des Geistes Gruß das Herz auftu,	 opens the heart with the Spirit’s greeting,
davon es freudig werd und spring,	 so that it may rejoice and leap,
der Mund in wahrem Glauben sing.	 the mouth sing in true faith.

Laudamus	 The King Shall Come	 Text by John Brownlie (1859–1925)
Setting by Edward H. Meyer

The King shall come when morning dawns And light triumphant breaks; 
When beauty gilds the eastern hills And life to joy awakes.

Not as of old a little child, To bear and fight and die,
But crowned with glory like the sun That lights the morning sky.

Oh, brighter than the rising morn When Christ, victorious, rose
And left the lonesome place of death Despite the rage of foes.

Oh, brighter than that glorious morn Shall dawn upon our race, 
The day when Christ in splendor comes, And we shall see His face.

The King shall come when morning dawns And light and beauty brings.
Hail, Christ the Lord!  Your people pray:  Come quickly, King of kings.

Concordia Seminary Children’s Choir	       Bereite dich, Zion	 Music by J. S. Bach (1685–1750)
From Christmas Oratorio, Part 1
Arranged by Michael Burkhardt 

Bereite dich, Zion, mit zärtlichen Trieben	 Prepare thyself, Zion, with tender affection,
Den Schönsten, den Liebsten bald bei dir zu sehn.	 The purest, the fairest, this day to receive. 
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Reading		  Luke 2:1–7

L	 A reading from St. Luke, the second chapter.

	 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to 
be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while 
they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 
in the inn. 

L	 O Lord, have mercy on us.
C	 Thanks be to God.

Choral Response	 O Holy Child	 Text by Paulann Canty
Laudamus		  Setting by Michael Cox

Sing alleluia, sing alleluia,
Alleluia, alleluia, sing alleluia.

O Holy Child, the Blessed One, Child of our God, a little Son.
The Seed of Hope ‘til now unborn, As tiny blossom greets the morn. Refrain

Who knows the fate of such a flow’r To be cut down in fullest hour? 
Rejoice today this blessed morn, For fragrant bud of hope just born. Refrain
Text: © 1987 Morning Star Music Publishers. Used by permission, OneLicense.net L-704946.

Concordia Seminary Youth Choir	 Hodie! Alleluia!	 Text: Traditional
		  Music by Mary Lynn Lightfoot

Hodie Christus natus est! Hodie Alleluia!
Today, Christ is born!
Today the angels sing, the angels rejoice!
Today the angels sing for joy! Rejoicing, singing alleluia!
Gloria in excelsis!

Stand
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Hymn	 Break Forth, O Beauteous, Heavenly Light	 LSB 378

Stanza 1: All in harmony 
Stanza 2: St. Louis Lutheran Chorale 

Stanza 3: All in harmony

Break Forth, O Beauteous
378 Heavenly Light

CHRISTMAS

Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. Lutheran Hymnal (Australia), 1973
Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590–1667; setting: Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685–1750

Text: © 1973 Openbook Publishers
Music: Public domain

ERMUNTRE DICH
87 87 88 77

Is. 9:2–7; 1 Tim. 2:5; John 1:1–5, 14; Eph. 2:14
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Sit

Reading		  Luke 2:8–20

L	 A reading from St. Luke, the second chapter. 

	 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

	 “Glory to God in the highest,
	        and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

	 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known 
to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 
child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all 
these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

L	 O Lord, have mercy on us.
C	 Thanks be to God.

CHRISTMAS

O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the
brightness of the true Light. Grant that as we have known
the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to
the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Collect for Christmas Midnight

Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. Lutheran Hymnal (Australia), 1973; © 1973 Openbook Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110000082.

Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590–1667.
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Choral Response	 While by My Sheep	 Text and Music: 17th Century
Laudamus		  Arranged by Hugo Jüngst

While by my sheep I watched at night,
Glad tidings brought an angel bright:  

Refrain
How great my joy! Joy, joy, joy!
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high!

There shall be born, so he did say,
In Bethlehem a child today. Refrain

There shall He lie, in manger mean,
Who shall redeem the world from sin: Refrain 

Lord, evermore to me be nigh,
Then shall my heart be filled with joy. Refrain 

Concordia Seminary Children’s Choir	       Ding Dong Merrily on High	 Text by G. R. Woodward
Music: 16th-century French carol

Arranged by Ken Berg

Ding, dong merrily on high, in heav’n the bells are ringing;
Ding, dong, verily the sky is riv’n with angels’ singing.  
Gloria! Hosanna in excelsis!

E’en so here below, below let steeple bells be swungen;
And “I-o, I-o, I-o” by priest and people sungen.*
Gloria! Hosanna in excelsis!

Pray you dutifully prime your matin chime ye ringers;
May you beautifully rhyme your evetime song ye singers.
Gloria! Hosanna in excelsis!

*“I-o” is a  contraction of the Latin word ideo, meaning “therefore.”
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Hymn	 All My Heart Again Rejoices	 LSB 360 
Setting by Kevin Hildebrand

Stanza 1: All; Stanza 2: Men 
Stanza 3: Choir: Stanza 4: Women/Children 

Stanza 5: Choir; Stanza 6: All 

5  Softly from His lowly manger
    Jesus calls
    One and all,
“You are safe from danger.
Children, from the sins that grieve you
    You are freed;
    All you need
I will surely give you.”

6  Come, then, banish all your sadness!
    One and all,
    Great and small,
Come with songs of gladness.
We shall live with Him forever
    There on high
    In that joy
Which will vanish never.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76, abr., adapt.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662.

360 All My Heart Again Rejoices 
 
 

 

 

 
 
5 Softly from His lowly manger 

    Jesus calls 
    One and all, 
“You are safe from danger. 
Children, from the sins that grieve you 
    You are freed; 
    All you need 
I will surely give you.” 

 
6 Come, then, banish all your sadness! 

    One and all, 
    Great and small, 
Come with songs of gladness. 
We shall live with Him forever 
    There on high 
    In that joy 
Which will vanish never. 

 
 
 
 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76, abr., adapt.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Reading		  Matthew 2:1–12

L	 A reading from St. Matthew, the second chapter.

	 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king 
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:

	 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
		  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
	 for from you shall come a ruler
		  who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

	 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star 
had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, 
and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” After 
listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it 
rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the 
star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house, they saw the child with 
Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they 
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return 
to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 

L	 O Lord, have mercy on us.
C	 Thanks be to God.

Choral Response	 Out of the Orient Crystal Skies	 English, ca. 1610
St. Louis Lutheran Chorale		  Music by Richard Zgodava

Out of the Orient crystal skies A blazing star did shine, 
Showing the place where poorly lies A blessed babe divine.
This shining star three kings did guide Even from the farthest east,
To Bethlehem where it betide This blessed babe did rest.

He was born of a maid of royal blood Who Mary was called by name,
A sacred rose which once did bud By grace of heav’nly flame.
And for the joy of His great birth A thousand angels sing,
Glory and peace unto the earth, Where born is this heav’nly King.

Alleluia, Alleluia.
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Hymn	 What Child Is This	 LSB 370

Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98.
Tune: English, 16th cent.

Choral Response	 Surge Illuminare	 Isaiah 60:1, Latin 
St. Louis Lutheran Chorale		  Setting by Michael John Trotta

Surge illuminare, quia venit lumen tuum 	 Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
et gloria Domini super te orta est.	 and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  
Quia ecce Tenebrae operient terram, 	 For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
et caligo populos: 	 and thick darkness the peoples; 
super te autem orietur Dominus, 	 but the Lord will  arise upon you, 
et gloria ejus in te videbitur.	 and His glory will be seen upon you.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word.

L	 In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C	 But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Stand

370 What Child Is This 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98 
Tune: English, 16th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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PRAYER

Collect for the First Sunday in Advent

L	 Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the 
threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C	 Amen.

Collect for Advent

L	 Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us the 
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which Your Son Jesus Christ came to visit 
us in great humility; that in the Last Day, when He shall come again in His glorious majesty to 
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through Him who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C	 Amen.

Collect for Peace

L	 O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,  
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C	 Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

L	 Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C	 Our Father who art in heaven,
 		  hallowed be Thy name,
     		  Thy kingdom come,
     		  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
     		  give us this day our daily bread;
    		  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
     		  and lead us not into temptation,
     		  but deliver us from evil.
	 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Benedicamus and Benediction

Sit

Choral Benediction    Before the Marvel of This Night	 Text by Jarislav J. Vajda (1919–2008)
All Choirs		  Music by Carl Schalk (1929–2021)

Before the Marvel of this night Adoring, fold your wings and bow,
Then tear the sky apart with light And with your news the world endow.
Proclaim the birth of Christ and peace, That fear and death and sorrow cease;
Sing peace, sing peace, sing gift of peace; Sing peace, sing gift of peace!

Awake the sleeping world with song; This is the day the Lord has made.
Assemble here, celestial throng, In royal splendor come arrayed.
Give earth a glimpse of heav’nly bliss, A teasing taste of what they miss:
Sing bliss, sing bliss, sing endless bliss; Sing bliss, sing endless bliss!

The love that we have always known, Our constant joy and endless light,
Now to the loveless world be shown, Now break upon its deathly night.
Into one song compress the love That rules our universe above:
Sing love, sing love, sing God is love; Sing love, sing God is love!

 
Text:  Jaroslav J. Vajda © 1981; Concordia Publishing House. Used by Permission. OneLicense.net L-704946.

Soli Deo Gloria.

You are cordially invited to join the musicians for cider, hot chocolate
and refreshments in Koburg Hall immediately following the service.
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Collect for the First Week of Advent 

L Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the 
threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Choral Collect “O Lord, Support Us All the Day Long” 
Music by Carl Schalk (1929–2021) 

O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening 
comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in 
your mercy, grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your 
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in 
peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
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Text: John Ellerton, 1826–93, alt. 
Tune: Clement C. Scholefield, 1839–1904 

Postlude  “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” 
Setting by Paul Manz (1919–2009) 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
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This musical presentation is also made possible thanks to the generous support 
of friends like you. Your tax-deductible gift may be designated for Concordia 
Seminary Music Series expenses. Thank you for your support and generosity. You 
can give a gift online at csl.edu/give.
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